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Field notes were compiled after each day’s travels in a sketchbook, listing 
the places visited and common themes. Some include sketches in pencil or 
pen. Select photos, shot on iPhone 13 Pro, accompany entries to demonstrate 
key ideas. However, the majority of photos and some additional notes are 
excluded for brevity.
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Centre Pompidou
CASE STUDY:

This year, Centre Pompidou begins a five year renovation, during which the 
interior will remain closed. However, while the city as a whole is in an 
outward transition, Pompidou’s adaptation is surprisingly inward, for a 
building so outwardly disruptive.

Pencil sketch across two sketchbook pages
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Photos shot on iPhone 13 Pro
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Interactive model 3D scanned on-site using Polycam

The interactive 3D model, shown above, was found in a room detailing the 
Centre’s inception and lasting influence. How does the center view itself?
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In a climate-concerned, warming city, 
the Pompidou Centre is less concerned 
with changing its confident exterior. 
The photo to the left, present in 
the exhibition space, showcases this 
confidence. But one cannot help but 
wonder daring to change...

Photo shot on iPhone 13 Pro

Image generated from the photo above using 
Midjourney

Image generated using Midjourney

“Overhead photo of the Centre Pompidou, lush with 
greenery, covered with plants, in a green Paris”“Pompidou centre in a green Paris”
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Photo shot on iPhone 13 Pro

Another area in the Centre showcases plans to adapt the interior--no doubt 
these renovations are necessary for a building so cutting-edge at its 
inception. The focus of the adaptations are interior.
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Not pictured in the Centre’s 
renovation showcase are the 
inevitable mechanical, electrical, 
and pluming systems repairs from 
their creative interworking into the 
building’s envelope.

The friction in understanding the 
Centre’s revitalization amidst a 
transforming city is its accessible 
systems and structure that could lead 
to easier adaptation compared to 
Haussmannien buildings.

Pencil sketch in sketchbook

Image generated using Midjourney

“Centre Pompidou, exterior covered with plants”
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Axonometric render of Centre Pompidou created using Polycam, BLOSM, OpenStreetMap, & Blender

key aspects

Outward focus 
in Haussmannien 

Context

Interior 
gathering 
space

Operable envelope 
with exposed 

structure & systems

While taking a critical look at Centre Pompidou’s upcoming renovations is 
relevant because of the city it inhabits, ultimately it remains a Parisian 
icon that deserves good care as it functions in a clear role preserving 
art. However, exploring other adaptations it could undertake is an exercise 
in questioning how far an iconic building should adapt.
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